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NRP Makes More News in San Antonio!

SAHA recognized by trade magazine

By Josh Baugh

jbaugh@express-news.net 

The San Antonio Housing Authority finished construction of more than 1,200 housing units last year, ranking it among the country’s top affordable housing developers. 

SAHA officials were surprised to learn that the authority had earned the No. 5 spot on Affordable Housing Finance magazine’s list of Top 50 Affordable Housing Developers. The list appears in the trade magazine’s May issue. 

In 2007, SAHA started construction on 1,255 units and completed 1,204, according to the magazine. In the No. 1 slot — for the second year in a row — was the NRP Group, a for-profit developer that has partnered with SAHA on at least three affordable-housing developments in San Antonio. NRP started 1,765 units and completed 1,580 last year. 

“I think that any time San Antonio or an agency like SAHA is ranked high on a list, it’s something that you’re proud of and want to share with the community,” SAHA board Chairman Ramiro Cavazos said. “It’s good news. At the end of the day, at least for us at SAHA and the board, we know we should share that with the community but not hinge our success on it.” 

Affordable Housing Finance magazine solicits entries from its readership and bases its rankings on the number of annual unit starts and completions. 

SAHA President and CEO Henry Alvarez said 2007 was a unique year for the agency, which completed five apartment complexes. 

“That’s a phenomenal amount of work,” he said. “Our goal is to get to 200 units a year” rather than topping a thousand. 

Alvarez wouldn’t accept credit for the ranking, saying, “I haven’t nailed a board in many, many years.” 

“It’s really a team effort,” he said. “There’s really no way I could have done any of this work by myself.” 
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